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REPORT SUMMARY

While the local politicians and top bureaucrats in Delhi Government are going gaga
over the hyped quality of education in Delhi schools, there is a marked difference
between the rhetoric and reality.

In fact, the quality of school education has been going from bad to worse. But the
corrupt government forces are disseminating false propaganda around the education
quality just to hide their administrative failures and woo gullible voters.

This report has been prepared by RMN Foundation - a humanitarian organization -
which also runs a free education and career counseling centre for deserving children
in New Delhi. The report has been prepared after more than 3 years of extensive
research which includes door-to-door surveys, interactions with hundreds of Delhi
school students, parents, and teachers, and a number of other educational outreach
programs.

The author of this research report - Rakesh Raman - runs a free school
single-handedly (without any support) to provide modern education to deserving
children in a poor colony of Delhi. He has interacted with hundreds of students and
parents to understand the current education system in Delhi schools.

Under his NGO RMN Foundation, he is running multiple field campaigns and
educational outreach programs with the help of student volunteers who study at
RMN Foundation school.

He also has written academic as well as supplementary education books to
provide modern education to children. He has developed a “Constructive
Education Framework” for school students to help them compete in the modern
knowledge-driven world.

Earlier, he was associated with the United Nations (UN) through United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) as a digital media expert.

The report highlights numerous pitfalls in the current state of school education
including irrelevant syllabuses, poor content quality of books, defective pedagogical
methods, incompetence of teachers, disturbing teacher-student ratios, and overall
lack of administration in local schools.

The report observes that the government schools are being run in a totally
free-wheeling manner mainly because the school teachers, bureaucrats in education
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department, politicians in government, and top officers in Delhi administration are
clueless about the modern education concepts. They never tried to save the
decaying education standards.

As part of its ongoing education awareness campaign in Delhi, RMN Foundation has started
presenting a street play — Tl dT TGTS — which reveals the problems in the education ecosystem.

The report finds that since there is no correlation between the education being
imparted in schools and a student's employability, the joblessness has been
spreading like a dreaded disease. While the government has failed miserably to
bring even an iota of positive change in the education system, it is squandering huge
public money in the name of education.

Finally, the report offers a number of remedial measures that the government must
take to improve the quality of education in Delhi schools in order to save the lives

and careers of millions of students.

Although the report is focused on Delhi schools, its findings can be applied to all the
schools in India.
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DISTURBING INCIDENTS

All the following incidents are real and have been shared with me by Delhi
school students and parents. These are only some of the many incidents.

1. A student of 9th class was given an English test paper in a January 2018 exam.
As the student was never taught the English language, she could not complete the
paper.

One question in the paper was about writing a diary account of a planned excursion.

A couple of days after the exam, the student asked the English teacher to teach her
how to write that diary account. The teacher said she does not have time to teach.
When the student insisted, the teacher shouted angrily and silenced the student.

The student could never learn the English language that she was asked to write in
the exam. The student inferred that the school teacher herself did not know the
English subject that she is supposed to teach in the school.

2. Another student of class 8th asked her Math school teacher to solve a simple sum
involving only addition and subtraction. The student showed me the answer which
was wrong. In order to convince the student that her teacher was not teaching her
properly, | solved the sum for the student on the calculator of my digital tablet.

The student was shocked to learn that her teacher did not understand even the basic
arithmetic. When the student told about her perplexity to the teacher, the teacher
was embarrassed but refused to accept her mistake.

3. A student of 9th class asked her teacher why he is being taught Sanskrit language
while Sanskrit is not required in any contemporary job. The teacher failed to handle
this sudden query and said he has to follow government orders.

4. A commerce student of 11th class asked his teacher to teach him in English
language because it will never be useful to study commerce in Hindi. The teacher
said she will teach only in Hindi but if the student wants he can learn commerce in
English on his own.

The student was stunned to take this weird reply from his teacher. | could see the
signs of nervousness on his face when the student narrated this experience to me.
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5. A school does not open the computer lab because there is no teacher who can
operate the computer in order to teach the subject to students.

6. When a 9th class student was not able to perform well in the class, the teacher
called her poor father and suggested that he should send his daughter to attend
private tuitions.

The father was obviously shocked and wondered if he has to pay for private
education, then why are the government teachers being paid their salaries?

7. The mother of a primary school student was painfully worried to know from her
son that instead of teaching in the class, the school teacher is always busy on her
mobile phone.

The mother concluded that the teacher, who is being paid with public money, mostly
relishes Hindi film songs with the mobile phone wire in her ears. However, the
mother was so scared of the teacher that she could not complain.

8. | met the principal of a government school and asked him why he is not able to
stop the students who cross barbed wires to regularly abscond from the school. The
principal told me that he is too scared to stop the students as the belligerent students
can attack him.

9. When | asked the principal of another school to change the syllabus and teaching
methodology in order to make the students employable, the principal told me that
she cannot do it because this is the responsibility of her bosses in the education
department.

10. In a meeting with government school students and teachers, an MLA (Member of
the Legislative Assembly) in Delhi told poor students that the education quality in
their school is so good that soon the students of a popular private school (which is in
front of the government school) will come to take admission in that government
school. It did not happen even after 2 years because the politician was telling a lie in
order to cheat innocent school children.

There are many more such troubling incidents...
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EDUCATION DILEMMA

The worsening situation of school education in Delhi is also reflected in India’s
deplorable Human Development Index (HDI) that totters at a poor rank of 131 in the
world. In the Draft National Education Policy (NEP) also, the Government of India
has admitted that there are many flaws in the Indian education system.

Instead of learning from the HDI indicator or the findings of NEP, and improving the
education system in local schools, Delhi Government has become a part of the
worrisome national trend. Worse, the government is creating a huge hype around
school education to hoodwink the ignorant students and parents.

The government schools of Delhi are mostly crowded with students from
economically weaker sections of society. The parents of these students are so
illiterate that they do not understand the meaning of education.

When students go to schools, parents assume that their children are gaining
education in the school buildings; but that is not true. This is a misconception which
is being exploited by Delhi’s politicians and bureaucrats in the education department.
In order to hide the facts about deteriorating education standards, they have not
created any empirical models to measure the learning outcomes in schools.

Factors Responsible for Poor Quality of School Education

Others

3.0%

Lack of administration
10.0%

Irrelevant syllabuses
12.0%

Bad books
20.0%

Incompetent teachers
40.0%

Defective pedagogy
15.0%

Factors Responsible for Poor Quality of School Education
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RMN Foundation founder and school teacher Rakesh Raman explaining the benefits
of modern alternative education to parents.

After spending 12 years in school, the students realize that they have not learnt
anything that can help them progress in their career. Their knowledge level after
schooling is negligibly low. As they are not suitable for higher education, they end up
loitering in streets. Most become drug addicts and start committing crimes such as
thefts, scuffles, and gang wars.

But at that time they do not have any channel to register their complaint to hold the
school and school teachers accountable. New students join the schools and this

vicious cycle continues. Thus, the government is spoiling the lives and careers of
millions of students.
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INCOMPETENT SCHOOL TEACHERS

In the continuously falling Delhi school education standards, the biggest losers are
students and their parents — most of whom belong to the disadvantaged section of
the society. The primary culprits for this persisting problem are school teachers
because they are supposed to take care of the students’ careers.

Now it is an open secret that the teachers — guest as well as regular — are so
incompetent that they do not deserve any job in schools. They never tried to revamp
the archaic syllabuses and obsolete pedagogy in order to make students employable
in the contemporary job market.

As a result, joblessness is spreading like a pandemic disease and teachers are
responsible for this ugly plight. Students taught by these good-for-nothing teachers
cannot be called educated and they never get ready for any work that can give them
proper employment.

Moreover, the teachers never tried to acquire new skills that students need to earn
their livelihoods in the current cutthroat world. Let alone subject proficiency, most
teachers do not know how to properly use English language which is the cornerstone
for every modern job in India and abroad today.

Complaints Against School Teachers

Others Irregular
6.0% 6.0%
Careless
10.0%
Dishonest
5.0%

Unskilled
Cruel 36.0%
12.0%
Mobile Addict

25.0%

Complaints Against School Teachers

If government stops protecting them, these government school teachers — who are
surviving on public money — will not be able to get any job in the open market
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because they do not possess domain knowledge of any subject. Most of these
teachers are so raw that they are not even trainable.

ﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁaﬁ%wwyéawﬁmﬁsﬁm&wﬁaﬁﬁ
&

If they are asked to appear in a proper test in the subjects they are supposed to
teach, 9 out of every 10 teachers will fail. Then why do Delhi politicians want to
protect them? Answer: Politics — rather dirty politics.
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DELHI SCHOOLS AND DIRTY POLITICS

It has been observed that politicians of all political parties that ruled Delhi during the
past few decades could never improve school education standards. But the quality of
education has particularly deteriorated during the past about 3 years.

While the politicians in Delhi Government headed by chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
are playing dirty politics, they want to use teachers as their political agents in
schools. The politicians protect all incompetent teachers because they want political
favors in return from teachers as they can influence millions of voters - such as
parents of local students.

Today, there are nearly 6,000 government or aided schools in which nearly 5 million
students are enrolled. A conservative estimate suggests that the number of parents
of these students is more than 3 million. This is a massive vote bank.

Obviously, all political parties would like to woo these parents in all types of Delhi
elections. At present in Delhi’'s population of 20 million, there are around 13 million
voters. Normally, on average, 60% voters vote in an election. So, it will be safe to
assume that roughly 8 million voters vote in a Delhi election. The parties that win
elections get somewhere between 30% to 50% votes; other votes get divided among
defeated parties.

Going by this formula, the political party that gets about 4 million votes can hope to
win an election in Delhi. Now the vote bank of 3 million parents of school teachers
looks very big. Almost all of these 3 million voters are poor and uneducated who
usually vote in elections. The percentage of educated voters is very low in all Indian
elections.

It is extremely easy for Delhi politicians to deceive these uneducated parents of
school students by repeatedly telling lies and saying that education quality is very
good in schools. But actually the education quality is bad and false education
publicity has become a big scandal in Delhi. Poor parents are not aware of this
ongoing political fraud.

Instead of empowering the students with quality education, the Delhi Government is
creating a dependent society that survives on government dole - such as free water,
cheap electricity, subsidized ration, and free health care. The politicians know that it
will be impossible for them to cheat the educated and informed citizens. So, they
never tried to provide good education to them. Delhi politicians know that in all Indian
elections, only poor, uneducated, and ignorant voters vote. That’'s why they never
tried to revamp the education systems.
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The ugly education trend in Delhi is a reflection of the national scenario. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was never interested in revamping the education system. Giving least importance to
education, Modi handpicked two national education ministers - Smriti Irani and
Prakash Javadekar - who themselves are almost uneducated. Modi himself is also
not quite educated.

Their aversion to education is evident from the fact in the past over 4 years of Modi
government in India, they could not finalize the National Education Policy, although a
sketchy draft of the policy was released in June 2016. While Modi and his party BJP
are also dependent on only poor, uneducated voters, they will never create an
education system that can educate and empower people.

i E -3 |

RMN Foundation school team presenting the street play — T&eil &hr tl'cslé — which reveals the problems
in the education ecosystem. The street play is being shown in the city as well as villages of Delhi.

Instead of waiting for the final National Education Policy, Delhi Government could
have made its own State Education Policy. However, the local politicians preferred to
take the easy route of telling lies about education instead of making a policy and
saving the lives and careers of millions of children. Moreover, the Delhi politicians,
their advisors, and bureaucrats are not capable enough to create a dependable
education system.
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EFFECT OF NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY ON DELHI SCHOOLS

About 2 years ago, the Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD),
Government of India, had released the outlines of the government’s Draft National
Education Policy, 2016. The 43-page document underlined the challenges in the
Indian education system and attempted to provide a framework for the development
of education over the coming few years.

The government document highlighted so many flaws in the existing education
ecosystem of India that it appears educational institutions are mere stone buildings
where no education is happening. After reading the government document which
underlines the poor quality of teachers and teaching methods at all levels, all wise
parents would wonder why they are sending their children to schools, colleges, and
universities.

RMN Foundation school team presenting the street play — @&l T 9gTS — which reveals the problems
in the education ecosystem. The street play is being shown in the city as well as villages of Delhi.

The last National Education Policy was made in 1986 with some subsequent tweaks
in the early 1990s. So, this was the first major attempt by the Indian government in
the past three decades to make a new education framework to provide the right
education to the students in India. But the Modi government failed to make a final
policy. Here are some excerpts from the draft policy.
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Challenges in the Education Systems

The Draft National Education Policy, 2016 finds the following challenges in the
education systems of all levels in India. Obviously, the same holds true for school
education in Delhi.

e Participation in preschool education remains low

e Large numbers of children leave the school before completing elementary
education

e Dropout rates in secondary education continue to be high, especially for
socially and economically disadvantaged groups of learners
Slow progress in reducing the number of non-literates
Poor quality of education resulting in unsatisfactory learning outcomes
Quality-related deficiencies include inappropriate curriculum (syllabus), lack of
trained educators (teachers), and ineffective pedagogy (method of teaching)

e Majority of preschool educators are inadequately trained

e Unsatisfactory level of student learning

e Poor quality of learning at the primary and upper primary stages affects
student learning at the secondary stage

e Poor quality of learning at the secondary stage spills over to the college and
university years, leading to poor learning outcomes in the higher education
sector

Unsatisfactory Quality of School Education

According to the government document, several factors have contributed to
unsatisfactory quality of school education. These are:

e Student and teacher absenteeism

e Serious gaps in teacher motivation and training, resulting in deficiencies
related to teacher quality and performance

e Slow progress in the use of information and communication technologies
(ICTs) in education

e Inadequate attention to monitoring and supervision of performance

e Many private schools lack the required infrastructure, learning environment,
and competent teachers

e The current teacher education and training programmes are inappropriate

e Commercialisation is rampant both in school and higher education sectors as
reflected in the charges levied for admissions in private educational
institutions

e The proliferation of sub-standard educational institutions has contributed to
the diminished credibility of the education system

Education in Delhi Schools: Rhetoric vs. Reality. Research Report by Rakesh Raman. June 2018. Page 13 of 52



Employability Factors
The government policy document also reports that:

e Most of the products (students) of the education system lack employable skills

e The utility of higher education in assuring employment remains questionable

e Many graduate and postgraduate students do not get jobs in their respective
fields

Focus of the Policy
The Draft National Education Policy, 2016 focuses on:

e Producing students / graduates equipped with the knowledge, skills, attitudes,
and values to meet the requirements of the knowledge-based societies

e Improving the quality of education at all levels

e Ensuring quality education for all — children, youth, and adults

e Fostering quality education with a strong focus on reforms related to
curriculum, learning materials, pedagogic processes, learning assessment,
teacher quality and performance

e Promoting acquisition of relevant skills, including technical and vocational
skills, for work and entrepreneurship

e Replacing students’ rote learning with creative and innovative thinking and
communication abilities

e Ensuring integration of information and communication technologies (ICTs) in
education

e Ensuring that the systems of teacher development and management are
reformed to ensure adequate supply of qualified and competent teachers

According to the government, existing initiatives will be strengthened and curricula
revamped with  multi-pronged strategies involving Self Help Groups,
Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), educational institutions, youth and
women’s organisations for achieving universal youth and adult literacy.

The government planned to increase the investment in education sector to at least

6% of the country's GDP (gross domestic product). However, the current
government spending on education is less than 3% of GDP.
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RMN Foundation is working extensively in the education sector, particularly to improve the school
education systems.

Delhi Government could have learnt from the findings of the Draft National Education
Policy, 2016 in order to address the local challenges. However, it did not happen and
Delhi schools continue to use archaic education methodologies with incompetent
teachers.
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VIOLATION OF CHILD RIGHTS

As a journalist and social activist, | have been running major education reformation
campaigns in Delhi and | also have been running a free school for poor children
single-handedly (without any support) for the past about 3 years.

While politicians in Delhi Government are patting on their own backs for the school
education standards, | regularly meet hundreds of students and parents who tell me
that the quality of education in Delhi schools is going from bad to worse.

In order to thwart my efforts, the school teachers are intimidating students and
parents who participate in the campaigns that | run to get the quality of education
improved in schools. My public campaigns tend to expose the nefarious designs of
teachers and politicians.

Factors That Impede Student Education

Poverty As parents have limited financial resources, they force
their children to do undignified jobs.

Social Evil Parents force girl students to discontinue education and
they are pushed into early marriage.

Uneducated Parents | Since most parents are uneducated, they fail to create
an academic culture in their homes.

Poor Communications | Although teachers hold perfunctory meetings with
students’ parents, they fail to leverage the
communications for the improvement of learning
outcomes.

Recently, | sent a representation to Lt. Governor of Delhi, the Education Secretary /
Director of Delhi Government, the Chief Minister of Delhi, and other concerned
departments asking them to work seriously toward improving the education
atmosphere in schools.

The Law Department of Delhi Government had forwarded my representation
(Subject: Poor Quality of Education in Delhi Schools) to the Director (Education) of
Delhi Government. | had given 8 specific recommendations to improve the quality of
education in schools.
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The Law Department of Delhi Government has forwarded my representation (Subject: Poor Quality of
Education in Delhi Schools) to the Director (Education) of Delhi Government.

Similarly, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) of the
Government of India took cognizance of my representation under Section 13 (1) (j) of
CPCR Act, 2005 regarding deprivation and violation of child rights.

In December 2017, NCPCR informed the Director (Education) of Delhi Government
about the findings of a survey that | had done under my NGO RMN Foundation. The
survey revealed the problems in the current education system in Delhi schools and
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found that students and parents are extremely disturbed with the school education
system.

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) of the Government of India took
cognizance of my representation under Section 13 (1) (j) of CPCR Act, 2005 regarding deprivation

and violation of child rights.
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But it is shocking to note that the Director (Education) of Delhi Government simply
ignored the letters of the Law Department as well as NCPCR, and did not bother to
communicate with me.

The letter written by NHRC to the Secretary, Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India. The HRD Ministry
ignored the letter.

While | have been repeatedly informing the concerned authorities about the poor
state of school education urging them to take remedial measures, they have been
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ignoring my requests. As this is also a case of child rights violation, the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has taken cognizance of the issue.

The letter written by NHRC to the Education Secretary of Delhi government, which ignored the letter.
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Through its letters dated April 4, 2018, NHRC has informed me that it has served
notices to the Secretary, Department of Education, Government of Delhi, and the
Secretary, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India to take
action in order to protect the education rights of school children. But again these
education secretaries ignored NHRC notices and did not respond.

Directorate of Education of Delhi Government informed me that an action is being taken and an ATR
(Action Taken Report) will be submitted by the DDE (School). But no action was taken.
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Moreover, in February 2018, the Directorate of Education of Delhi Government
informed me that an action is being taken and an ATR (Action Taken Report) will be
submitted by the DDE (School). However, | did not receive any communication about
the ATR. Perhaps, the entire case was dumped unscrupulously by the Education
Department of Delhi Government.

RMN Foundation launched the next phase of its education awareness campaign in New Delhi in
March 2018.

The arrogance as well as carelessness of teachers, bureaucrats, and politicians in
Delhi is spoiling the lives of millions of children and it is clearly an abuse of child
rights.

Education in Delhi Schools: Rhetoric vs. Reality. Research Report by Rakesh Raman. June 2018. Page 22 of 52



CORRUPTION IN EDUCATION

As there is no accountability for teachers, bureaucrats, and politicians who are
working in a free-wheeling manner to waste huge public money, the education
standard of Delhi schools continues to be in the doldrums.

While the government’s focus is only on construction work, chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal is giving an impression that the swimming pools which he opened recently
will help improve education standards in schools.

Kejriwal inaugurated 2 new swimming pools in 2 different government schools of the
Directorate of Education in Trans Yamuna Area of Delhi. According to an official
statement, both the swimming pools have been constructed by Public Works
Department at a cost of Rs. 2.28 crore each.

The statement added that Kejriwal appreciated the efforts of the teachers and
support staff in improving the standards of education in schools. The Education
Minister, Manish Sisodia, stated that Delhi Government is always committed towards
providing the best infrastructure for school students, including classrooms, libraries,
sports playgrounds, and so on. But what about education?

Both these naive politicians — Kejriwal and Sisodia — fail to understand that the
sand-and-cement infrastructure that they are constructing in schools cannot help
improve the quality of education which is deteriorating in Delhi’s schools.

In fact, Manish Sisodia, who often makes false claims about the quality of education
in Delhi schools, has recently admitted that the students even in higher classes of
schools cannot read their books.

He has announced the launch of “Mission Buniyaad” for improving reading levels of
children studying in Delhi government schools as well as municipal schools.

Announcing the program, Sisodia referred to the National Achievement Survey
(NAS) which has shown that the entire country, including Delhi, has a crisis of
learning in schools. The NAS survey reveals that about half of all children in schools
are not able to read their grade level textbooks.

If school students even in higher classes cannot read their textbooks, how can Delhi
Government claim that education is good in Delhi schools? In fact, the Kejriwal
government is splurging state funds in major construction and renovation of schools
which has nothing to do with education.
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The enormous construction that is happening in the form of building classrooms,
swimming pools, etc. will only lead to more corruption as construction projects
consume huge money which can be easily swindled by bureaucrats and politicians.

And this is an open secret now that corruption has increased manifold during the
past three years of Kejriwal’'s government in Delhi. Among other corruption cases,
now Kejriwal and his Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) are in the eye of the storm for a
massive scam in Delhi Government.

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India — the top auditor of government
accounts — has reported financial misappropriation worth crores of rupees including
a multi-crore rupees ration scam in Delhi.

The office of the Lt. Governor (LG) of Delhi must ensure that this corruption should
not seep into Delhi’'s education sphere. In order to save public money, the LG office
should put in the public domain the details of each and every penny that is being
spent on education.

In the Delhi Budget 2018, Kejriwal government has allocated Rs. 13,997 crore or
26% of the total outlay of Rs. 53,000 crore for the education sector. But it is expected
that for obvious reasons a major part of this money will be spent on construction and
renovation projects in schools, because such projects are highly lucrative for
bureaucrats and politicians.

However, instead of wasting money on building infrastructure, the focus should only
be on improving the basic education system including the curriculums, appointment
of good teachers, content quality of books, and so on. For this, the government does
not need even a fraction of the money that it has allocated in the budget.

In order to focus just on the quality of school education, the politicians should stop
telling lies to Delhi voters that they have improved the quality of education in schools.
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In order to protect the education rights of children, | am working to help students and
parents raise their voice against the injustice being done to them. | had sent the
following representation to the government. It is based on a signature campaign in
which hundreds of harmed students and parents participated.
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Ig g Y Ul FAN o T[T el HEATTF Y HorareT @ 3 9 7 ¥ fr amy afeer
3TST AT TEATY HIETT Ig| diesh Al 9 Y Ig AT 8

3T | T T TAT 81T b 3TTST ST H T g Y AR 1 fALT Yumelr I Fare
3310 ST T¢ ¢ b Ife AR & & T TR ST &S g df AT 379 s<di i
Teho! AT hiclel FAT AT g1 STafeh AT T Ueh FST 3662 FCST T 3T aAlepdl & foIT
IR YT B, SR 7 R18T 7 Al & IS Foaetl 781 g1 379 RIGT G el & a1
S ATARAT AN Pl Al oTal Holdl, dd ST 3e¢ 9T doldl § [ 3egiel el
il & s arer fA8T oY & Fa1g X e

Tl I F ARG TSR F 9 TS e AT & 9T 2016 (Draft National
Education Policy, 2016) # HRc &I R1aT sgawar 7 3+ HAAT 98 § o o e ar
379eY <l @l ol m*mmﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬂéﬁ@ﬂﬁ%’ﬁﬁm%%%%
Wﬁ%ﬁ%wﬁ%%ﬁ%u

Wﬁﬁm%ﬁﬁwwﬁmmmmﬁﬁaﬁmqﬂgﬁmmﬁm
W ¢ RO F AT ARTE AT Qe Haahish (T.81.37.) — Global Human
Development Index (HDI) — ﬁwwzm%emﬁaﬁ;ﬂﬁaﬁ 131 AR W ATATE
—sﬁwﬁwa:r%w%|W@iﬁ%ﬁ??@ﬁé@ﬁﬁaﬂﬁmwmmﬁw
ST B

%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ%ﬂ@@ﬁﬁﬂgﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁw%m
ﬁm%ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁmm@ﬁmwwwﬁﬁw
mmﬁmwwaﬂr@*%u

gralifeh Talelfer TTeaTol dadTel AdT el hr f8T & IR # 3[& a1 X @ &, Jed1s
% ¢ T Tt AT TQfeser 3R Tl & et @l 6T & GUR g T ST S BT 8
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STafeh geT HERT H RIET T ATHI-AT cTeh g ERT T Y ST 57 8T & fob drer-der
ree] H Thgall hide &

STd TESTH 3N 3eieh ATT-TAT R8T & R I a1 awid %H’N—choi éﬁ?jo-é T 3R
mﬁ%mﬁww« H 3TST RE T T &7 T 376 IISAC TR GG o ToIT HaleT
T WW@%%WW?WW?H@%GdI %HTHMN ST & fhg
W%ﬁ@ﬁ%l%?ﬁwﬁﬂﬁao‘rw*&l

ot &7 Tg AT § B AT T AT AT T AIATSE s & AET afeh
T Y ¢ o A% el ®9 8 gl fohar Sff vt & 3R Eeell TR 1 FRars
hich Ul FHT IrEATTeRT bl el & Xl o¥ehlel ST =1TR T

ASHTA EATIH

o T § Teell T TR18TT o1 ST gTeT? 39 AT 6 S8 S HROT a1l Tehd! & 1 elfehal ool
<1 TRUETT & HATY H q { TST §T § Fepel IR AT IEATThT T ST HSTaN 3N SSATEAT
&1 e TSeaT TRATe 81

ST TaeTidat &t Fepel &l RIS TS §19M @Y 3eTehl Shlolet shi AT 3TN & YIS el Sieh
Tel &1 Tehdll| wﬁﬁq@zmﬁﬁéﬁﬁwwmé‘rwm%mﬁ%
Teho!l — Thel o6 dioeh W%%ﬁwwaﬁrmw@%ﬂm(mW)mﬁ
mﬁaﬁ,sﬁsﬂﬁ%a’rwﬁaﬁ| a@ﬂﬁmwmﬂﬁﬁ%wé UTT 31T o781 |
T&TT H e’ TESTH Y ehel Ta T o1

AR FellH 7 TeTe &l ST € gl &l FISde TP Tgel & [olT Shgd & Sl Teh 3TOY
g 781 dfoeh Ueh HATOh N1$ 8 §1 319R TCSCH o WISde TR &1 Ugell § of Thol
ERRY T fhT a19 & 98 fAd I8 §? I8 ERRT T ASe™R T8 dr 3R a1 §2 3 SX
TCSTH I Aehol Shleh UTH AT § g TN 8T o 3T FAT §2

aﬁﬁwﬁﬂﬁwa’rsddl T gTel & o 3¢ o F@ram o et ST Tl 0H ST
%%a‘CITGrrUTmT(Stone Age)ﬁ@r@faﬂﬁlﬁ?W(modem world) # 31T 31T g/ 3Tl Tg
off gar =181 ¢ fr Fpell H UISAHHA (syllabus) ﬁTﬁﬂﬁgﬂ«‘rﬁW?ﬁﬁT%‘\’nﬁﬂ%ﬁ?
agﬁmﬁaﬁa’fﬁﬁﬁﬁmaﬁml

glellTeh TR Tho!l el o FRALTT X ST T9AT T Il &, ol fehed Tg T THRT
4 1 91T &1 0T GHST NIST 6 T 7Y & I e O @ S Gehdr g, JAfeeT
Teh Tho! e T 3Tfeieh RIGT AT &1 ST Hehell | I S I ATl ST T DS ol
AdoId o fAhIfora, Ig f&% Ush 3¢eROT§

9§ ¥ TIHRT Thel ERRT 1 T & o 3eTeh Tohol I TaTg 3N ATEIT feshel @S 81
aﬁmammg%ammm@awmﬁawmmﬁ

qISAC Thell H TeTd & — gTellieh TSae Tl ol Bleld 8 T B
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EreRY Y el

SR T AT I HTcTeh T g 38 deordd 3R 3T G ST & 519 F Folld H HaTel I
Waﬂﬁaﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬂtﬁﬁmﬁuﬁalqmﬁsu&ﬁﬁmﬁ%mﬁ
ARA-9ed §1 3Heh §Te el Scell ST STl & o Foltd H el HaTel o161 IOl TET U
gmwmaﬁaﬂ?ﬁmﬁawﬁm%mmwmﬁaﬁwmw%
3ﬂTHé’rchaB-|nal HTH HT ITAT B 1

TgT AT T AT § o TR &F FefeT & AISH, Tho! 7 Cre) qodi i T H1S
T 78T & Hoha forad Sl & i AR a1 AT GieT 8l Ife e tar g & ar
a8 Ueh Shsfelel IR HIGAT ST & Tored Srert &t dtendr o S wehelt &

Afehst Thet o sl 3R 37 Hldl—mﬁaﬂﬁﬁrsﬂaﬁmgm%%a‘sﬁm
%amqos{‘hwm #F 3R HET F I T FE R 78 I TS| T R F AT A
Wﬁ?ﬁm—ﬁmaﬁrmaﬁwﬁm%ﬁwmmw ool
(human rights violation) HTT SITUAT|

3R 1S TABTIT I T HIARY AT & ol Tohel ErER 3HRT IAFAT X & & 3R afe
IS oI T RIHIAT el T T § @l Teholl H ST THT IS Tt 71 foha
1T ST RIS ol TR & & FeliehX AT ST Fepell H &Y heH W UIET &

i 7 3R Fr Torarel el 7 T Toat & v v FwT e F71 T (free
school for desrving children) TeTdr é’ #H OO 3 qdl ael 3R 3eTeh AT &l At
ﬁwga’rm?ﬁamld ol T THR Wﬁm@ﬁl

At o FATR 3318 JTaTe

gl &1 3 ool 3 SaReH & Ush Fhol & Fescd 3N AT-Tdr & weffes &7 & 97 fow
Wﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁwmﬁmﬁ| @rﬁmg&r@rqld g for 3T I1a9
Heolel Y T Fol %H&Wﬁmscu 3R 37 ATTr-Rar & WA 7T = F T
W%mw%m%ms—gmwem%ﬁﬁﬁmw%mmw%l

RMN Foundation - SiT $ESTH &l HUd 3Telfoeh RIET ol & TT e it Aol & o=
fordl Tgaer & feooll & T Thot Tl T & - 56 AHS H TESCH 1 IoTehl fRA&T 1
31T feerarer & IfRrer &Y T@T &1 31 31 RMN Foundation & ¥gsed 3R ATaT-far
& TEART & 39 AHAET F1 ee & 3R o Tpal 7 o ST YE W AT § ATl TWHR
1 3T el 3R ag & ol 7 FUR & FrY-ArY SSATT SRl AT SToal § Al §
IGCACE

319 el 3 AR Thel T HH A G T §1
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feeel Tper TgSew 3R ATar-Rar w1 o7 fiffae # - Rrew yomel #F gur =

f&ecl & Teholl 7 Ut aTel oM@l FESTH 3N Iofeh ATAT-TIAT Fhel H TGS I fSersdr
gheld & 3t TIfAd & foh Td—Td &R AT A&r TAehdd | Sl91l T AT g foh [Geell TR
18T JUTTel 3 FUR o T T Feell H FHHA TGI8

o ar |rel ® RMN Foundation 9TRT ¥¢s¢d 3R 3ot AMA-ar & e & arg 39
m&wm%%%ﬁ%wﬁﬁﬁmwwwﬁwwm%mw
aawmwaﬂaﬁrsé%"ﬁaﬁtw—csca 3R 3Tk ATAT-Tar $r ”iar 3R hrsg 18
gl

SHITAT feoell & Teh Tohel T Herst BHET3T 3R TESTH & ATAT-TAAT 7 Teh AT et
mwﬁﬁqﬁﬁﬁwmﬁwmﬁﬁcwwﬁmmRMN
Foundation o T8 dree & Rifdraer &1 8rom) glellteh Thel TRl &1 STare & foIT 15
fesT o1 gHT f&r 3™ 31k November 7, 2017 de STaTd AT I1AT| ofehed AT 31T
EreRT & AT AT I8 TavT Ageaqul w181 &1 Tl & 1S 3R STare w7gr feam

39 FESH 3R AT-Tar &1 o 3R RMN Foundation &7 99 <l 9¢ Hehdl &1 RMN
Foundation 38 9 & SR & 3R feeell & Thell A fRA&T yommell & GUR & IR & Siedl &
37T 3T HIAITH BN M| ool & T Tehel TESTH IR 3eTeh ATT-TAT & e
¢ fob 3 fRretr gommell & R & flw RMN Foundation & G817 &) &adTe|

Qar A,

AT TUTATATAT S (The Principal)

TS Thd 3T HodT aRSS ATEY A TacaTerd
e - 3, thof - 3, GARHT, o3 el - 110 078

farsar: TRve 1 AT g3 FR 3R 30H JUR F JoAT
39TEA 8. 2017

HgIe,

 37TUeh Tehel T BTV 81 $H T oh SaRT §H Y Teho! & RI&T yomrell & O e &
U e T I H @Y 8 | ST &7 3791 IR 30 @l § ot T Y a7 & are
3ERT &) 37O RS e ¥ Wﬁrwéé?mmﬁa@mmmmm
gl W@rwﬁwwﬁ%aﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁ?wm SH &Y 9SIS =T
%%nﬁa%%aggﬁwawu:ﬁﬁwa%aﬁwaﬁmmu
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fRYeIr 1 fAar TR

Teho! &I IS Solall W1 3R FAAT-T0eT 8 foh 38 It & a1 81 TS 3eTue &1 ALl
ST &1 ST GaY 93T HRUT Ig ¢ T ook 30 el & IRT H IS 75 Ty e Nfa
el Feit 1 TSl ISy e Hfe 1986 7 Sit AT #71e hr TR0 & IR gU TR Hir anet
mmwﬁé‘raﬁmqﬁgﬁmﬁaﬁrm@%lm%ﬁmmm
ICEDr;] HW (TT.31.313.) — Global Human Development Index (HDI) — & HRd T
Fmaﬁeaﬁagﬁ;ﬁﬁmﬁmsoﬁwwmé—ﬁwﬁmwﬁw%‘u

Tl I F ART TSR F 9 TS e AfT & 9T 2016 (Draft National
Education Policy, 2016) # #RcT & RI&T cFa€ AT 7 Scf=il HiATT TS § o Ho dr ar
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Al oot H HETIS AeT o

THEN ARRIT o7 & e &1 96 ufaal & JAleRar § afee 30 Alaial & e
3Mefoieh oIS MU ST T Thol IR ielsl AT & I§1 37ToT o IMEYfoleh a1  FHlehdl b
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SR &% Forg 7 3 3R SER-34R FT 91 X & 3796 ER aITT ool ST & 1 3oaiel o
o 3 38 Qe RAGT &1 §AR HRI H Aged FASNAT AR o € 58 Q=i Rafm
SGolel I AITAA Iy 3HHT IROMH g & b 31eT 33t arer SRISEIRT $r T&AT Sadr o
R & 3R RIS T @ AN H dalg thell g5 &1 &Tellioh SraX T Jg THFHeRT
¢ I 9§ TCSTH T HIX 9T (career path) F=1T, fepeT T Y ot Srar oY 18T
mww%%aﬁﬁammé‘raﬂaﬁmﬁaﬂmm%ﬁmﬁm
mwmaﬁr%lﬁaﬁaweﬁrmm%aﬁm

e yomrelr 7 gur

ﬁmwﬁrﬁaﬂw%mmm%%mﬁﬁmﬂﬁa—nﬁﬁgﬁmr e,
Irforg, mwaﬁraﬂmf‘m &1 Shdol 35! g I 37Tl HeT H &Y S et
U Y| e e & aTe YT F A S 3 ate & g AT § - 3T (Arts), DA
(Commerce), 3R T (STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math).

OO HET H SHdT HETT cleh Tl Sl 3eTehl WIG T o ITAN o1 citel & I fonely weh ot
T8 &1 38 a1e ar |rel ST &M AT ARy F 39ATT F faw grAfes i &) ahaer
36l STl T 3Tl FaTl 7 Y ST AT Tehel I Tl ok el AFdAT & I i)
ofg TRIGT JoTTell & foIT 773 TEATTRT T HTGTRIhT el S FESTH T Ty foreh feT &
Th| QI 3EATThRT I Teol I Tehol H oA IEATTh @A g1l folerehr Felr (salary)
3eThr AT R FeSed & ROmH W AR gl
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3 A5 fA&T JOTell &l A1) ¥ & foIT 319 Sied! § SR H oY a1 &) 3R o9 a&
Ig =75 TRIGT YOTTell of1a] #TET &1 SiTel, B8 YTl UISAsha & UGTell &c Y cllfeh g 379
THY Tho! & F1EL 3MYfeh dehfedsh Ters (modern alternative education) & 3UZYer &Y
Heh |

38 IR A 319 39T A0 Adeiiees AR oA 9§ 1l Tho # G@iNT W)
BEREIC
9 Fehel Y BT - 3T 8, 2017

gt & Ar-Rdr Fr 9T

FR¥eaT 7 I g3 T 3R 3T JuR 1 g

STET o Fpel & BIATT 39a1 3P 8, 2017 & U 7 &g W@ &, §H el & ATd-far
mwmﬁm%umﬁwﬁwmaﬁ%mmaﬁm@u
wﬁvﬁmwﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁww&ﬁmmmaﬁﬁﬁaﬂ
AR g<3T T 3<ST ST Tl quaﬂT:rs 3T ST FATY 3T 3T A e
HGIQ(‘IIWH‘*I

Al & ATAT-Tdr 36Ed 8. 2017

Letter from RMN Foundation to Principal
To
The Principal / Vice Principal
Government Girls Senior Secondary School
Site - 1, Sector 3, Phase lll, Dwarka
New Delhi 110 078

Kind Attention: Ms. Usha Gupta, Vice Principal

October 23, 2017

Subject: Representation from students and parents to improve the education
system in your school

Dear Madam,
| am a journalist and social activist. At present - along with my editorial work - | run a
humanitarian organization RMN Foundation. This is about the enclosed 8-page

representation - signed by hundreds of students and parents - which urges you to
improve the quality of education in your school.
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In this representation, the complainants have raised a number of critical issues that
you need to address immediately. According to the students, the current quality of
education is so bad that it is depriving them of their fundamental right to good
education. They also complain that teachers in your school are not fully qualified to
teach any subject that is required in the contemporary job market. They have urged
you to replace all such teachers with properly educated teachers.

Students and their parents observe that in the current system there is no connection
between education and students’ employability. And instead of taking steps to
overhaul the education paradigm, teachers - who are mostly incompetent - are
blindly following obsolete education models. Teachers never tried to set the career
paths of students in order to make them employable while the ongoing archaic
education is not useful for them.

In their representation, the students also have suggested a few remedial steps that
you can take immediately. If you think you are not in a position to improve the
education system in your school to the entire satisfaction of the aggrieved students
and parents, you should formally escalate their concerns to the higher authorities in
the Education Department or the Delhi Government.

You are requested to take these remedial steps immediately because all your school
teachers are being paid with public money. If your services are not acceptable to
students and parents, you are not supposed to be holding your jobs.

In response to the enclosed representation, you are expected to:

1. Create a new syllabus for your school students in different classes in consultation
with the top employers in the contemporary job market.

2. Create a suitable test for all the teachers in your school keeping in view the new
syllabus and subjects that they are supposed to teach. If the teachers are not able to
clear the test, you should recommend the termination of their services.

3. Create the career path - along with the employment probability - of each student in
different streams of education that you would impart in the new system.

You are also requested to send me your response - including the steps that you
have taken to address the above issues - at the address given below within 15 days
of receiving this letter. If the students and parents are not satisfied with your
response, RMN Foundation will have to seek the right administrative and / or legal
remedy to get necessary changes, including replacement of teachers, in your school
and for which you will be personally responsible as the head of the school.
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Important Note: Some students and parents who are participating in this education
reform campaign fear that they may be threatened by you, the teachers, or others in
your school for raising their voice against the dwindling education system. You are
requested to take full precautions so that students’ and parents’ right to dissent is
fully protected and they should not be intimidated or harmed covertly or overtly for
participating in this or any future campaign against the flawed education system.

Request you to send me your response within 15 days - latest by November 7, 2017.

Regards

Rakesh Raman

Founder

RMN Foundation

463, DPS Apts., Plot No. 16, Sector 4
Dwarka, Phase I, New Delhi 110 078

Enclosed: 8-page representation signed by students and parents

RMN Foundation is a not-for-profit organization that offers free modern education to
deserving children. It is an educational and public charitable Trust registered with the
Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi at New Delhi, India. Website:
www.rmnfoundation.org

Although RMN Foundation had sent the above case of Dwarka school to the
Education Department of Delhi Government in order to get justice for students and
parents, Delhi Government - as it was expected - simply ignored the public concerns.

So, now RMN Foundation has decided to extend this education reformation
campaign in more schools of Delhi.

All students, parents, and teachers in Delhi are requested to support this endeavour
which is aimed to suitably educate the students in order to help them lead a clean
and prosperous life.

As part of the new signature campaign which was launched in November 2017, the
following letter is being circulated in different schools and residential areas of Delhi.

Signatures of Students

fererel # R 7 AR §31 T 3R 3T GUR 1 Foira
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VY IGTS T P BT T8 it g3 3y Alhdy o & T

§H O ool & TEST Tohel H YGTS I qarsell 8Tl & Scfe T & foh T s ar
& TRl ThHeT H TGS I IR ¥ P gAR SRSy F FIA FE 30N Tohel
TS Felall GRI=AT A TAGT-—er § o 38 deal & e 3 Tgde 31eT4g &1 AT ST &

Thel ERR FollH H TGl I TTT STl i Fgde TR o Golael H Uehel &l 81 Thol
3T T2t & a1g o S TST gHdT (10th) AT SREdT (12th) Felrd 8 91 T oIl § 38
Tgell FelTd T TeTs #Y LT 31Tl U EHdl 3N dREdl deh & TS o dr 3! e fdr
YT ST & o 1071 3R STTerer 7797 3 A g &1 SRT&Te &1 wa’r%m@ra’maﬁ
STET UTcT| T Ig § JeIs?

Wﬁ%@%&ﬁmﬂmmmmm%u Fiotel T JoTs WeH Flal
%Wﬁﬁﬂ’?ﬁﬂ'@r%?ﬂl’lﬁ?wd 3T T $I goTs 3T femdlT & & I8 g6 t&
WWW%WH{?fqﬂ Gehcll| ST IRUTH Ig & b 31meT 33l arer St
ﬁmaﬁm@%ﬁ?@mﬁwmmﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁg‘é%

TgI d fF ART PR o 39 T fAew SHfS & 9sT 2016 (Draft National
Education Policy, 2016) # $RcT & RI&T cFa&AT 7 Scleil HiAGT IS § foh P ST Al
379Y Sl Sl Teho! AT hiclel H HSTeT &1 8 Y &1 i TV §H Fhel A G AT &,
AR A F TEIF AGT &1 TEN ARRAT o F RN &1 T Sl & AlpRAr &
Afehet 37 AR RAT & forT 3meforen Yors =feT it 31TH Fehet 3R hleleT 781 & W

31TST o 3Mefoieh a1 & el & v 33 & Srer hierer 3T Aeaar & S g1 elfehed
ﬂwaﬁamaﬂimmmwéwﬁwmﬁ%u SHT IRUTH Ig § o6 foaes gy
3o €, 39 arg Al 7781 3R gy Al 2ot & 39 39 et =18t R @)

5afAUT gART Thel ERT 3R THR A IR § & I STedl § TRT dregsha AR qerg i
AT 30 g ¥ el [ ag g Al ot 7 Hgeh 81 38 e Tl A AR e A 1@
ST Y 3MeYfeieh fUeTm & I A QO e § Sld g1 3R g 391 &1 9Tl St g 3
AR ol IT 37TST HIH Flel H TEH g1 ToIdIG |

( Signature campaign started in November 2017 )

ST H A el T A R gar FoId /AR | TR
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Signatures of Parents

fererel 2 RveT o7 TR §31T T 3R 3T GUR A1 Foira

VT 9GS T HIS BIACT AT S §H TS aAlndl o & T

( Signature campaign started in November 2017 )

31TST hT Tehol T YGTS GHR STl & Tehdll 1A w61 3T 1611 SHTT fR18T Jotrell 7 ¥ e
¥ GUR ¥ 38 [l 3MYfeh ST ST A1feh 12Y RIS gAR Sl bl ISl SHT &l
Hoh 3 35 379aiT SHTAehT HhaATer 3 3T AR ool H TG B Toh |

<At & ATdT-Adr - Parents
a1 BT T 9T Alsd AR T poery

You can click here to download the above forms for signatures.
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RI—Ia — COMPLAINTS

While running its education awareness campaigns, RMN Foundation receives
hundreds of complaints from school students and parents. Some of the common
complaints are listed below.

I .

SR Folrd A AT 9 8 g7 31T

FolTE H TGTol T FATT E=X Teh Y & AT I of9TTd &

R FoITH H Aol WBleT U T Xl §

Ere FollH H FSIS el Wil 3l AR el H 1 T o I SeTie Foldl &
e & HaTol Y8 W el ST &l SISl AT ARGl §

ST T 3TN g YTl sTal 3TdT

&R AT GE WISAC T TSIl § AT el hl IS TYAT Uga! 1 el &
AR 379 5918 Rt 3t o g & AT g & Aaar &

R ot e 1 Read AR §

SR &t H TESTH oY wehel ahldldl &

T TSeTT YGTT ST i 3aTel FollH H i ST @ &

SR FITH H 9gd SI1eT WY T § AT 39 s 0T 37ed § oI s<di & o
& 7t )

IR eRTE AT NE-THIRe T g

DRI Fehel IR T 39T TeaT WAT Fehel H 96T ©

Thol HAAGHE SHACT (school management committee) ek FET Zefcl
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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE CAMPAIGN

. Delhi Government should create new syllabuses for different subjects keeping
in view the contemporary job market requirements.

. New books should be developed based on the new syllabuses. Besides
covering subjects, these books should also include pedagogical instructions
for teachers.

. Delhi Government should immediately launch a new “teacher eligibility
program” in order to assess the employed teachers’ suitability in the modern
education ecosystem.

. Teachers should be asked to appear in a properly designed test covering
different subjects. Only those teachers should be retained who clear the test
comprehensively. The services of failed teachers must be terminated.

. The salary of new teachers should be based on the performance of their
students in the class and in the job market.

. The services of teachers who ask students to attend private tuitions must be
terminated.

. Delhi Government should create a special cell to handle each and every
complaint from students or parents. Depending on the complaint, the services
of teachers must be suspended before initiating legal proceedings against
them.

. Retired teachers - most of whom are clueless about the modern education

systems - should never be appointed as teachers.
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Action

Corrective Actions

Description

Change Change the syllabuses of all the classes and link them with
potential jobs.
Replace Replace all the books with the new books that should have
appropriate content quality.
Terminate Terminate the services of all incompetent teachers.
Hire Hire new teachers who understand the requirements of the
contemporary job market.
Create Create career path for each school student.
Stop Stop all forms of private tuitions.

Students at RMN Foundation Free School for Deserving Children in New Delhi, India.
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NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

Politics plays a major role in violating the right to education of students. No
government in India during the past seven decades since the country’s
independence has shown any inclination to educate its people.

Indian politics and politicians (most of them are uneducated) have been thriving on
voters’ illiteracy, as mostly the uneducated voters vote and they can easily be
deceived and bribed during elections.

It is not in the interest of any government in India to carry out education reforms
because politicians and bureaucrats are corrupt and they do not want to face the
educated people.

They know that educated people protest and pose difficult questions to the
administration while dishonest politicians and bureaucrats want to run the country in
a totally freewheeling manner. That is why India continues to be a poor,
underdeveloped country.
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RMN Foundation has launched an education awareness campaign in Delhi.

In order to suppress parents’ possible dissent against the poor quality of education,
government bribes them with baits such as monthly allowances and midday meals.
And it is shocking to note that the monthly amount of money is decided and
distributed to students based on discriminatory parameters such as gender, caste,
religion, etc.
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Most parents are greedy and send their children to schools only to collect the
government dole. Actually, they are not interested in educating their children. This
may be the reason that parents in low-income localities produce many children
instead of following the family planning norms and restricting the production to two
children per family. Large families and unrestrained population growth in India are
among the many worrying factors that impede economic development in the country.

With more school-going children, parents try to collect more monetary benefits from
the government’s corrupt education schemes that tend to carelessly squander
taxpayers’ money.

RMN Foundation founder and school teacher Rakesh Raman distributing pamphlets that explain the
benefits of modern alternative education.

While education remains a distant dream, government is leveraging the high
enrollment in schools as a deceitful political tool to hoodwink the voters and win
elections.

The poor state of education in India manifests this harsh reality. Despite tall claims
by the government, the education standards are deteriorating continuously. Now, the
Indian government supported by the morally corrupt parents is hell-bent to destroy
the current as well as future generations by depriving children of their right to good
education.
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Parents who are not raising their voice against the declining education standards in
the country are the worst enemies of their own children.

RMN Foundation has started presenting a street play — & elT T geTs — from April 2018 as part of its
education awareness campaign in New Delhi.
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STREET PLAY — &l ff 9IS — ON SCHOOL EDUCATION

RMN Foundation is working extensively in the education sector, particularly to
improve the school education systems. As part of its ongoing education awareness
campaign in Delhi, RMN Foundation has started presenting a street play — T@&ell T
geTs — which highlights the problems in the current education ecosystem.

The script of the street play — & &T 9IS — reveals the following 12 facts of the
education system in Delhi.

1. Politicians of all political parties are telling lies about the quality of Delhi
school education which is - in fact - constantly deteriorating.

2. An unprecedented hype is being created around school education by the
current Delhi Government while the government has done nothing to save the
decaying education systems.

3. The focus of the current government is on school-related construction projects
such as swimming pools, rooms, etc. because construction work gives huge
opportunity to politicians and bureaucrats to swindle public money.

4. There is no attempt to revamp the syllabuses and books of students.

5. The quality of school teachers is so bad that they are not even trainable.
Government is wasting huge money on teachers’ training.

6. School teachers are promoting an illegal trade in the form of private tuitions.

7. Almost all school students even after completing their schooling remain
duffers who cannot be trained further to compete in the current job market.

8. Since school education is totally directionless, college education cannot make
students employable.

9. School of Open Learning (SOL) is a big deception which cannot provide
necessary education and skills to students. Only rejected students opt for
SOL.

10.Since parents are clueless about the education outcomes, they are being
cheated by politicians for electoral advantages.

11. After spending 12 years on school education, students realize that they have
wasted all that time of their life. At that stage, all the career avenues are
closed for them. They become drug addicts and commit crimes.

12.Parents are the worst enemies of their children who are accepting bad
education instead of demanding quality education from the government.
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PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS
Problems in the Current Education System in Delhi Schools

* No relationship between education and employability of students
 Incompetent teachers who do not understand the evolving pedagogy
« Careless and ignorant bureaucrats in the education department

» Exaggerated hype by naive politicians with a focus on votes

* No Return on Investment (Rol) analysis for expenditure on education
* No method to assess the quality of education

Harmful Effects of Poor Quality of Education

» Spoiling the lives and careers of millions of children

* Increasing joblessness resulting in social unrest

* Increasing crimes in schools as well as the city

* Increasing drug addiction among students

» Wastage of huge public money

» Creation of dependent, idle society which survives only on government dole

Corrective Action

Termination of the services of incompetent government school teachers

Termination of the services of bureaucrats responsible for education plight

Service-Level Agreements (SLAs) by teachers to ensure education quality

Prosecution of teachers who take government salaries but promote private

tuitions

No budget should be allocated for school infrastructure such as buildings, etc.

e Expenditure should only be on making new curriculum, appointment of good
teachers, and content quality of books

e Education in each class must target a particular type of job

e Extreme restrictions should be put on politicians who are making false claims

e Constitution of an independent core committee of external experts to oversee
and ensure the quality of education

e An exclusive website should be created by the government to inform the

public about each and every penny being spent on education
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REMEDIAL STEPS TO SAVE SCHOOL EDUCATION

Now, what should we do to improve the quality of education particularly in Delhi /
Indian government and private schools which are supposed to build the foundation
for higher education of students?

Here is a list of 13 remedial steps that need to be taken to achieve the desired
results.

1. Primary Curriculum

The curriculum for primary education needs to be serially structured with focus on
arithmetic, statistics, computer technology, local language (say, Hindi), and English.
Other subjects such as general science, social studies, and general knowledge
should be treated as secondary subjects on which primary schools should not spend
more than 20% of the total teaching time.

2. Education Streams

The students who clear the primary schooling should be offered to join three different
education streams:

1. STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)
2. Management
3. Trade and Commerce

Students should be allowed to choose any of the these streams depending on their
aptitude and performance in an admission test after the primary level.

3. New Syllabuses and Books

The specially designed courses for each stream stated above will run for seven
years (Class 6 — 12). Totally new syllabuses need to be created for these courses.
For example, the STEM courses can be further classified into life sciences,
information technology, engineering, environmental science, robotics, or math-based
microprocessor design.

Similarly, the Management studies can focus on Enterprise Resource Planning
(ERP), Human Resource Management, Digital Media Management, and so on.
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The Trade and Commerce subjects must include the contemporary financial and
economic trends in the local and international markets which are increasingly getting
interconnected.

These are just a few examples of the new syllabuses that need to be designed. The
idea is to encourage students to apply their education in the new environments
keeping in view the employment requirements of the modern world.

Accordingly, all the school books need to be changed as the present books are
totally irrelevant and carry unstructured content. Supplementary education, moral
education, and soft skills should be integrated with the conventional school
education.

4. New Teachers

It is seen that almost all the teachers in government as well as private schools in
India are not competent enough to teach in a modern environment.

The existing teachers in the schools should be asked to appear for a specially
created teacher eligibility test to know if they can teach the subjects for the
revamped syllabuses of different classes.

Only those teachers who clear the test comprehensively should be retained; others
should be asked to take voluntary retirement. New teachers’ appointment should
also be based on their academic record and performance in the teacher eligibility
test. Plus, domain experts should be appointed as teachers and advisors.

5. Crackdown on Private Tuitions

Although government rules restrict private tuitions, the business of private tuitions
has become a big racket in India including Delhi. School teachers, who are not
supposed to ask students to take private tuitions, are pushing students into this mud.

If teachers cannot teach students properly in the school classes, why are they being
paid salaries? And why are the students who can afford private tuitions being paid
monetary allowances in government schools with the assumption that they are poor?
School teachers and students must submit affidavits that they will stay away from
private tuitions.

The government should declare private tuitions as an illegal trade and carry out a
widespread crackdown on private tuition shops most of which are being run by
semi-literate people.
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Young children forced by parents to sell eatables outside a school building in New Delhi

The services of those school teachers who ask students to take private tuitions
should immediately be terminated. Similarly, the students who take private tuitions
should be thrown out of the school. The school education systems cannot improve if
the students’ education is dependent on private shops.

6. Role of Parents

Most parents know that the school education is not up to the mark. But when they try
to raise their voice against it, they are dissuaded or threatened by school teachers.

The statutory school management committees, which are supposed to have some
parents of students as members, exist only on papers. As the voice of the parents
goes unheard, the government should create an effective channel through which
parents could register their complaints against teachers without any fear.

A proper investigation should be conducted to redress the parents’ grievances and
strict action should be taken against delinquent teachers.
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7. Parents’ Awareness

As most Indian parents are uneducated, they do not understand the meaning of
education in their children’s lives. A large number of parents discontinue their
children’s education and push them into low-wage employment or early marriage
shackles. Such parents are cruel and treat their children as slaves.

In the absence of educational culture at their homes and because of utterly abusive
education system in the government schools of India, most such students keep
loitering in dirty streets and fall victim to bad habits such as drug addiction, theft,
eve-teasing, scuffles, and so on.

Schools should arrange special awareness classes for parents so that they could
take care of their children’s education. They should also be taught the
family-planning norms so that they should not produce more children who become a
burden on the entire society.

8. Class Promotion

It is perhaps the worst practice in schools to promote students to the next class
without assessing their performance in exams. If a student is not able to clear the
exams of a particular class with at least 50% marks, they should never be sent to the
next class. The rule should apply to all students of all classes.

The government should also stop the monetary allowance of those students who fail
to clear their exams. Why should the public money be wasted on the students who
are not capable to learn?

9. Examination Surveillance

All of us know that the corruption level in all types of exams is increasing in India.
The students in Class 10 or Class 12 do not know even the basic arithmetic involving
addition, subtraction, etc. They cannot write even in Hindi and their understanding of
English is pathetic, while school teachers are not quite competent to teach English.

In other words, the knowledge level of students who clear Class 10 or Class 12
exams is worse than even those who are at the primary level in a good education
environment. Then how do such students clear Class 10 or Class 12 exams?

This is all because of mass copying in schools allowed by school teachers to show
the better performance of schools. If such students are asked to sit again in closely
monitored exams, nine out of every ten students will fail.
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So, the government should make it mandatory to hold all school examinations under
surveillance cameras which could catch the cheating students and corrupt teachers
who help students copy and cheat. Special security personnel should also be
deployed in examination halls. Then only the deserving students would be able to
clear the exams.

10. Special Education

An estimated six out of every ten students in government schools are slow learners.
Although they may not be physically challenged, but they are mentally and
emotionally challenged mainly because of their vulnerable socio-economic
conditions.

Teachers can easily identify such students from their behaviour and performance in
class. Such students cannot learn even simple topics such as English alphabet,
basic arithmetic including addition, subtraction, etc. Moreover, they cannot sit
properly in the class and hesitate when asked to speak.

Schools should create separate special education infrastructure for such students
and they should not be taught along with normal students, as it will hamper the pace
of teaching.

11. Job Market

In the increasingly shrinking job market of India, it has become almost impossible
even for people with academic degrees to get jobs. It does not mean that there are
no jobs at all.

In fact, there are many jobs in the private companies, but most degree holders do
not fulfill the job requirements. In other words, the degree holders are not qualified
enough to handle modern-day jobs because of the poor quality of education in
schools and colleges.

In order to increase the employability of students, the schools must coordinate
regularly with companies in different industrial segments such as banking & finance,
manufacturing, telecom services, tourism, etc. to make dynamic syllabuses based on
the skills required for different modern jobs. The skill-based education should begin
at the school level.
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Students of RMN Foundation school explaining the benefits of modern alternative education to
parents in Delhi

12. Career Counseling

The schools should have dedicated counseling departments with specially trained
counselors who could guide the students at every step of the education lifecycle.

The counselors should be able to tell the difference between a job and
education-based career to students and chalk out the complete career path for
students.

13. Literacy Definition

The prevailing definition of literacy in India is totally false and misleading. A person is
considered literate or educated if they can read, write, and do basic arithmetic in
day-to-day life.

But this education is of no use. A person should be considered educated if they can
get a respectable job with their education and progress in their career with the help

of that education.

Among other academic qualities, such an educated person would have a formal
certification equivalent to at least the bachelor’s degree or graduation degree.
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According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) “literacy involves a continuum of learning in enabling individuals to
achieve their goals, to develop their knowledge and potential, and to participate fully
in their community and wider society.”

That is literacy. So, India should accordingly change its archaic definition of literacy
and develop a realistic definition. By the new definition, in all probability, the number
of educated persons in India will not be more than 5% of the total population.

While school education should only be treated as a foundation for higher education,
the persons who have completed only the school education in the current system
must be bracketed with uneducated people.

Today, the Indian government boasts that India is a nation of the young people with
more than 54% of its 1.3 billion population below the age of 25 years.

But the government does not realize that in the absence of right education, these
young people are like time bombs. They will not be able to achieve the right career
without the right education. Then in desperation today’s young people will become
tomorrow’s criminals (such as politicians) and bring disaster for India.

It is, therefore, an imperative to immediately revamp the entire school education

system of India to save the lives of millions of children by giving them the right
education.
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CONSTRUCTIVE EDUCATION FRAMEWORK

In order to help schools revamp their educational and pedagogical systems, RMN
Foundation has developed a curriculum: Constructive Education Framework.

It will help those forward-looking schools and parents who believe that the current
education system in India is not quite helpful to ensure the right career for their
children in the modern knowledge-driven world.

Constructive Education Framework

A Modern Education System for Students
of RMN Foundation Schools

Developed by Rakesh Raman

June 2015

Constructive Education Framework developed by RMN Foundation
Objectives of Constructive Education Framework

To connect education with employability

To focus on skills development rather than on plain theory
To teach with the principle of “Learning for Earning”

To produce morally sound and honest people

To build a clean and prosperous society

Schools and parents who want to adopt this modern system for the education of their
children can contact Rakesh Raman of RMN Foundation.

By Rakesh Raman, who is a national award-winning journalist and social activist. He
also runs a free school for deserving children under his NGO — RMN Foundation.
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You may please contact me on my email.
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